Understanding the Issue:

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION
Did you know?

By the Numbers

The Chicago Park District is one of the largest municipal park
systems in the nation, with 580 parks, 16 historic lagoons and 10
1
bird and wildlife gardens. Our parks and green spaces provide
clean air and water, ﬁlters pollution, helps control ﬂooding, and
provides a habitat for our native wildlife. 2 Our city faces many
environmental challenges including:

Pollution: Like most major cities, Chicago struggles with air and
water pollution. Ozone, often called smog, develops from gases
3
that come out of tailpipes, smokestacks and other sources.

4,7

3,800

Acres of green space in the City
of Chicago.

400

Species live in the Chicago region.

900

Tons of air pollution are removed
every year by trees in Chicago.

Invasive Species: Chicago is home to hundreds of species of
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and ﬁsh. Foreign animals
and plants that have been introduced by humans, also known as
invasive species, cause major damage to our native wildlife by
out-competing local species for resources and destroying
carefully balanced food webs. 4

Climate Change: Since 1980, Chicago's average temperature has
5
increased by 2.6 degrees. This warming has already changed
the types of plants that can survive in our natural habitat. The
Chicago Climate Task Force warns that, if left unchecked, climate
change could make our weather more extreme, including more
heavy rains and snow in winter, and more droughts during the
6
summer.

Learn More
Ages

4-8
Ages

9-12
Young
Adult

• The Earth and I by Frank Asch
• Dear World by Takayo Noda
• The Curious Garden by Peter Brown
• City Green by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan
• Brilliant! Shining a Light on Sustainable Energy
by Michelle Mulder
• Washashore by Suzanne Goldsmith
• Hoot by Carl Hiaassen
• The Urban Homestead: Your Guide to SelfSuﬃcientV Living in the Heart of the City
by Kelly Coyne
• Heroes of the Environment: True Stories of People
Who Are Helping to Protect Our Planet
by Harriet Rohmer

Let’s Talk
• How does your family enjoy nature? Do you
ride bikes? Play at the park? Why is it important
to keep our environment clean and beautiful?
• How does our environment get polluted? Are
there simple changes you can make to reduce
waste and pollution?

1 - “About Us” - Chicago Park District, 4-27-2016
2 - “Ecosystem Goods and Services for Health” - World Health Organization, 4-10-2016
3 - “Industrial Pollution” - Encyclopedia of Chicago, 4-27-2016
4 - “Invasive Species” - The City of Chicago, 4-27-2016
5 - “Climate Change and Chicago” - Chicago Climate Action Plan, 4-27-2016
6 - “Introduction to the Chicago Climate Action Plan” - Chicago Climate Action Plan,
4-27-2016
7 - "Mayor Emanuel Announces City Plan to Plant More Than 11,800 Trees in Neighborhoods Citywide This Year" - City of Chicago, April 30, 2016.

Learn more at thehoneycombproject.org

TAKE ACTION
Beautify Your Local Parks & Beaches
Reach out to your local park steward and ask how you can

Reduce your Carbon Footprint
Challenge your family to make simple changes to reduce the

help make your neighborhood park a clean and healthy space

amount of carbon dioxide your family produces, like carpool-

for everyone. Invite your friends to join you for a clean-up day

ing or biking, unplugging appliances when you're not using

along the banks of the Chicago River or the shoreline of Lake

them or planting trees in your neighborhood.

Michigan to help prevent litter from entering our waterways.

Reuse & Recycle

Plant a Native Garden

Recycling allows us to save raw materials and reduce the

You can beautify your neighborhood and help protect our

energy it takes to produce new materials. In addition to

local species by planting a native garden, which requires less

separating recyclables from your trash, ﬁnd ways to reduce

water and fertilizer than traditional gardens..

how much you buy, or ﬁnd ways to reuse things around your
house that you would normally throw away.

Keep an Eye on Wildlife
Local birds, frogs, bees and butterﬂies provide local ecologists
with a lot of information on the health of our ecosystems.

Engage your Elected Officials
Much of the funding for environmental programs comes from

You can help scientists by tracking migration patterns of

state and federal funds. By sharing your concerns with your

animals in our forest preserves and by saving injured wildlife.

local leaders, you can help inﬂuence where this money goes.

PARTNERS
Alliance for the Great Lakes
fgreatlakes.org • (312) 939-0838
(Beautify Your Local Park)

Frog Survey

http://frogsurvey.org/ • (773) 883-7275
(Keep an Eye on Wildlife)

Chicago Bird Collision Monitors
birdmonitors.net • (773) 539-6793
(Keep an Eye on Wildlife)

Chicago Conservation Corps

chicagoconservationcorps.org
(773) 755-5177
(Reduce Your Carbon Footprint, Beautify Your
Local Park)

1658 North Milwaukee, #190
Chicago, IL 60647

Chicago Park District
chicagoparkdistrict.com
(312) 742-PLAY (7529)
(Beautify Your Local Park)

Chicago Recycling Coalition

chicagorecycling.org
(Reduce Your Carbon Footprint, Reuse &
Recycle, Beautify Your Local Park)

Chicago Wilderness

chicagowilderness.org • (312) 580-2135
(Reduce Your Carbon Footprint, Plant A Native
Garden)

Friends of the Park

fotp.org • (312) 857-2757
(Beautify Your Local Park)

FreeGeek Chicago

freegeekchicago.org • (773) 342-6205
(Reduce Your Carbon Footprint, Reuse &
Recycle)

Openlands

openlands.org • (312) 863-6250
(Beautify Your Local Park, Reduce Your Carbon
Footprint)

Phone: (312) 854-9770
Fax: (773) 442-2097
contact@thehoneycombproject.org

Learn more at thehoneycombproject.org

The Honeycomb Project is a 501(c)(3) nonproﬁt organization
with a focus on family volunteering. Our mission is to engage,
mobilize and inspire kids and their families to build Chicago’s
communities through public service.

